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Not only did we have a great time with all of the live music and yummy food at Downtown 
Thursday Nights, but we were able to raise over $1,000 for Tomah Area Cancer Support, INC.!

Thank you to everyone who purchased a root beer float and made a donation! A special 
thanks goes out to Sears Hometown Store in Sparta for lending us a freezer.

TOMAH AREA CANCER SUPPORT DONATION

SCHOOL IS HERE - OPEN A 5-SPOT ACCOUNT TODAY!

5-Spot Savers Program - Earn $100 for your student’s classroom!
5-Spot Savers Club is best described as an opportunity for 
elementary students to earn a reward for depositing their 
money at school. Every Tuesday, students can make a small 
deposit into their 5-Spot account while at school. Even deposits 

as little as one penny are encouraged as the goal is to make saving money a habit. At 
the end of each school quarter, TACU awards the top classroom with the most in-class 
deposits from three different elementary schools with $100 each. The 5-Spot Savers Club is an 
excellent fundraiser for every classroom. Opening a 5-Spot Savers Club account is free.
To sign up a child for a 5-Spot Savings Account, contact TACU Credit Union at 608.372.4736.

By depositing while at school, students are given the opportunity to save and learn good 
financial habits for their future. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairman — Paul Wiese
Vice-Chairman — John Froelich
Treasurer — Linda Johnson
Secretary — Gary Klinker
Director — Al Laylan
Director — Joseph Bubnich
Director — Martha Klatt

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Saturday
9:00 am to 12:00 pm

DRIVE-UP HOURS
Monday - Thursday
7:30 am to 5:30 pm
Friday
7:30 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday
8:30 am to 12:30 pm

TACU CREDIT UNION
PO Box 940
940 North Superior Ave
Tomah, WI 54660
Phone: 608.372.4736
Fax: 608.372.4394
www.tacuonline.com

Federally insured by NCUA up to $250,000
Equal Housing Opportunity
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Closed Labor Day - September 6th

ANNIVERSARIES
Krista Betthauser, Loan Processor - 13 yrs
Nicole Rezin, Member Service Representative - 3 yrs

BAD MONEY HABITS AND HOW TO FIX THEM
Learning how to use money wisely is an essential skill that isn’t always taught to us as children. 
Some of us pick up bad money habits on our journey to adulthood. Often, we’re just not 
being mindful of where our money goes.

See if you have any of the following bad money habits. Then read on to learn how to break 
them and replace them with good habits.

1. Use credit cards to pay for a lifestyle beyond your means – It’s easy to spend wildly with a 
card; you don’t see the money slip away until you get the monthly bill. If you can’t pay off 
your credit card balance each month, then at least pay more than the minimum payment. 
Remember that even if you don’t use the card, the interest charges will compound, 
increasing your total debt. To break a credit card habit, try using cash or your debit card 
instead for a few weeks and look at your checking account balance every day. You’ll 
quickly learn to stop and think twice before making a purchase.

2. Living paycheck to paycheck – If you’re spending as much as you earn, you’ll always be 
short of funds by the end of the month for your rent and bills, and you’ll never be able to 
save. So, first, get a clear picture of your essential expenses: your rent, utilities, gas, insurance, 
groceries. Add them up, then deduct that total from your monthly take-home pay. Ideally, 
essential expenses should take up only 50% of your income. If it’s more, then you’ll need to 
either find ways to reduce those expenses or get another job. Of the remaining 50% of your 
monthly income, use at least 20% to pay down debt and add to savings and use the last 30% 
for everything else you want.

3. Not saving for an emergency fund or retirement – Life is unpredictable; you can’t always 
tell when your job may be downsized or your car needs a major repair. That’s why it’s 
important to build an emergency saving account that has enough to cover at least 3 
months of expenses. Relying on a credit card will only send you further into debt. It’s also 
important to begin saving for retirement. The younger you are when you start, the more you’ll 
earn through the magic of compounding interest.

4. Keeping subscriptions you don’t use – If you have an automatic recurring expense, like a 
gym membership or a streaming service, but you aren’t using them consistently, then why 
are you paying for them? Review all subscriptions and if you haven’t used them on a regular 
basis for 3 months, cancel them. Put the money you save into your savings.

5. Not tracking spending – Just try it one month to get a clear idea of where you are 
spending your money. Keep a receipt for every purchase, categorize them in a budgeting 
app or spreadsheet, and add them up. You may discover that buying lunch everyday 
instead of making your own is costing you about $200 every month, money that could be 
used to pay down a student loan or credit card bill. 

Like any bad habit, it will take some work to change bad money habits to good ones. Just 
know that the peace of mind a healthy financial status brings is priceless. 

NOTICE: As your debit card nears its expiration date, your reissued debit card will arrive via 
US Mail in a plain, white envelope within a month of the expiration date. To avoid theft, the 
envelope appears to be junk mail - do not throw it away.


